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Geiger elected 98-99
student body president
JESSICA BARNES
Campus Editor

The votes were cast. The bal
lots were tallied. The race was
won.
Having taken over 75 percent
of the votes, Rob Geiger, a busi
ness major from Goshen, Ind.,
will assume the position of stu
dent body president next year.
Until then, Geiger will make the
transition into the role under the
mentorship of current student
body president, Jon Stanley.
"After spring break I'll be
Jon Stanley's shadow, getting
important dates down, going to
meetings with him, learning my
responsibilities," Geiger said.
Before that, Geiger has to decide
who will be on his cabinet.
"Jon's going to help me weed

through all of the candidates. I
have to decide on them by next
Friday."
This weekend Geiger will re
view the applications and pre
pare for interviewing candidates
for the president's cabinet. There
are seven spots to fill. Geiger
said that all of the other candi
dates for student body president
expressed interest in being on
the council.
These candidates gave Gei
ger steep competition during the
primaries. All of them were
within 50 votes of each other.
Regarding this Geiger said, "It
is just amazing to think that the
votes were split up so evenly,
that we have so much diversity
at Taylor."
Now singled out as the next
student body president, Geiger
said he initially had "mixed emo

tions. It was overwhelming at
first. I also had mixed emotions
because I had to think of the
other party .. . knowing that Ja
son was very qualified also. "To
the student body, Geiger said,
"Thank you. It's going to be fun
to serve such a great student
body . . . And I am very excited
about working with my cabinet.
But what I really desire is to be
held accountable, and I am al
ways open to suggestions. I
don't want people to think of me
as Rob Geiger, student body
president. I'm still just plain old
Rob Geiger.I want everybody to
remember that. That's what's re
ally important to me."

SEE PAGE 2 FOR
CLASS ELECTION
STORY

D.L. MOODY/ The Echo

Mark Cosgrove, professor of psychology, pauses at
the bridge to make a point during Wednesday night's
Relational Enrichment service.

Acting opportunity takes Pletcher to England's stage
FEATHER KING
Associate Editor

"What are you going to do
with a theatre major?"

Junior Jennifer .Pletcher has
often been questioned and re
ceived discouraging remarks re
garding the practicality of her
theatre arts major. "I've said it
to myself," she admits. She has

asked herself, "What am I going
to do? Am I crazy to be a the
atre major?"
Recently Pletcher has gotten
a response to her questions. She
will perform in England for a
month, playing the part of Joy
Gresham in William Nicholson's
Shadowlands.
Pletcher was chosen for the
part of Joy by David Payne.
Payne saw Pletcher perform as
Joy in Taylor Theatre's produc
tion of Shadowlands in Novem
ber when he was here perform
ing Through the Shadowlands
for the C.S. Lewis and Friends
colloquium. Pletcher turned out
to be just the person he was look
ing for, and he called her before
Thanksgiving to ask her to take
the part.
Initially, Pletcher says, she
"was stunned. I thought, there's
no way this is happening to me."
Beginning March 28 Pletcher
will find out that this is actually
happening to her. She will be in
England until April 26, perform
ing for a week in London and
then touring in other parts of the
country.
The other cast members are

BRIAN NORWICH

Jennifer Pletcher performs with Josh Olson in
Taylor's Novermber production of Shadowlands.

British. They are also much
older than Pletcher. "It's a little
intimidating," Pletcher says.
She notes that they have more

life experience on which to draw.
The group will perform for
some independent theatres, and
they will also perform for the
largest Christian organization in
England, Spring Harvest. Over
the course of two weeks, 80,000
people will see the performances
done for Spring Harvest.
Currently Pletcher is working
ahead for the month of classes
she will miss at Taylor, and she
is preparing to perform in
Shadowlands once she is in En
gland. She rehearsed with David
Payne in Nashville this past
weekend and will rehearse with
him again for a weekend during
spring break.
Pletcher is also preparing by
researching her character in
more depth. She has been learn
ing more about the relationship
between C.S. Lewis and Joy
Gresham, since the play tells the
story of their unlikely romance.
She has been reading several
books by C.S. Lewis and Joy
Gresham's book and poetry.
"I'm learning more and more
about her character," Pletcher
says. Although she performed as
Joy five times for Taylor audi
ences, she is not tired of the part.
"I love doing it," she says.
Pletcher is looking forward to
seeing England, especially be

cause she has never traveled
overseas. She is also anticipat
ing the opportunity to act, and
says that acting is what she loves
to do.
Pletcher was involved in the
atre at Delta High School in
Muncie, and she has immersed
herself in Taylor's program. She
performed in two plays her
freshman year, in three plays last
year and in Shadowlands this
past fall. She also assistant di
rected the recent production of
All My Sons, and will be design
ing make-up for the upcoming
production of A Midsummer
Night's Dream.
Pletcher says it is possible
that future acting opportunities
could come from this, but she is
keeping things in perspective.
"I'm trying not to build myself
up. I just have to think that God
has given me this opportunity
now," Pletcher plans to take it
one performance at a time. "I'm
going to enjoy what is happen
ing now," she says.
And as for those who ques
tion Pletcher's wisdom in choos
ing a theatre major, she is more
concerned with God's plans for
her. She feels she is moving in
the right direction and says,
"God has really been blessing
me as a theatre major."
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Arcives exhibit displays history of the LTC ICC offices filled for next year;
FROM THE ARCIVES
Lou Ann Craig

The following is an article
from the Feb. 27, 1976 issue of
The Echo. It was written by Lou
Ann Craig and titled "Student
evaluates Taylor standards. " To
learn more .about the past and
present of the LTC, visit the dis
play
in
the
galleria.
While sitting in the Student
Union one day after classes, I
observed a stranger at the table
next to me. Being one to always
project the Taylor image, I im
mediately approached him and
inquired, "Have you found your
self yet?"
"Pardon me?" he asked.
"Just a little expression we
use around here," I explained.
"My name is Lou Craig. I am a
senior English major from India
napolis. What do you think of
Taylor? Oh, and who are you?"
"My name is Ralph Nosense
and I just graduated from a small
Christian university called
Topia. You know, the U. of
Topia? Now I am doing my
graduate work and as a project I
am comparing Christian educa
tional institutions. Will you an
swer a few questions?"
"Might as well," I exclaimed
enthusiastically. "Can't dance!
Besides, I am always willing to
help a needy graduate student.
Ask me anything you want. My
life is an open book, as are the

lives of all Taylor students. Or
maybe you haven't heard about
our standards for student life."
"That's exactly what I wanted
to ask you about! When I read
about the things people are not
allowed to do here, I could not
believe it. I mean really! As
Christian individuals, are we not
free to follow the Holy Spirit's
direction as we perceive it? Why
in the world are such outdated
restrictions placed on the stu
dents here?"
"Believe it or not, you aren't
the first person to raise such
questions. A lot of students here
feel the same way. Are we not
adults? Free? Thinking indi
viduals? Respectors of others'
rights and beliefs? 1 mean, one
would almost get the impression
that man is not to be trusted, or
something. Doesn't the Bible
indicate our innate goodness
when it says, "All we like sheep
have gone to pray'?"
"I'm not sure, but I think you
misquoted that verse. Anyway,
have you tried to get the stan
dards changed?"
"Many times. But what's to
be done? Some people just ig
nore them, some grudgingly
obey, and others actually support
the standards. We can't seem to
reach any agreements. Didn't
you say that you went to a Chris
tian college? What were the
standards like at U. of Topia,
Ralph?"
"We had no such standards."
"You are kidding!"

"Well, no set rules that said
we couldn't do this or were for
bidden to do that, as Taylor does.
There was one expectation
placed upon us, however, and
every student sincerely agreed to
do it. Of course, it was only logi
cal, considering that we went to
a Christian university."
"Only one standard for stu
dent life! 1 just can't believe it!
But, didn't your campus become
increasingly worldly?"
"No, not at all. In fact, from
what I've observed, our campus
was much closer to being effec
tively Christian than yours is.
(By the way, have you ever con
sidered changing 'effectively' to
'reluctantly'?) Anyway, I want
to reinforce one thing I've al
ready mentioned. All our stu
dents sincerely believe in and
obeyed that one expectation I
told you about."
"I'm dying of curiosity!
What in the world was it?"
"Just this. We each pledged
to seek and follow the Holy
Spirit's direction in every situa
tion as we felt that Jesus would
have."
"I was afraid it was some
thing like that. I'd much rather
not drink, smoke, etc., than go
through what you must have
gone through."
"Well, I guess every school
can't be like U. of Topia."
"I guess not. All I've got to
say is, am I glad to go to Taylor,
where we have life easy!"

juniors only class to vote
JESSICA BARNES
Campus Editor
Most of them did not have
campaign slogans, signs or
ballots, but all of them will
assume a position in TSO.
This year only the senior
class candidates campaigned
for their ICC offices.
Because no competitors
got their petitions in on time,
future sophomore and junior
class officers did not have to
campaign, and their class
mates did not have to vote.
According to Veronica
Allanach, TSO vice president
for student services, both the
junior and senior class lost
one ticket for the ICC race,
due to tardy petitions. There

DO YOU LIKE TO READ? HOW ABOUT
LISTEN TO MUSIC?
Review a book or CD for The Echo1.
CALL X5359 OR STOP BY
OUR OFFICE FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Learn at New Heights
Gain a Fresh Perspective
A graduate education program that's
convenient, affordable, and faith centered.
For more information about
summer courses contact.

was only one sophomore
class ticket submitted.
Senior class council will
include Chris Keller, presi
dent; Abby Coutant, vice
president; Betsy Grosenbach,
secretary; and Josh Mullen,
treasurer.
Composing the Junior
class ICC will be Kate Chan
dler, president; Phillip
Johnson, vice president;
Marissa Kostelny, secretary;
and David Cruse, treasurer.
Sophomore class ICC
members will be Justin
Belgiano, president; Laura
Burkett, vice president;
Adam Witmer, treasurer; and
Carrie Hartzler, secretary.
Approximately 280 stu
dents voted for senior class
ICC candidates.

1221 E. Main
GAS CITY

Students from the Goshen/
Middlebury, IN area looking for
a summer job!
This summer, come be a part of the
genuine hospitality Das Dutchman
Essenhaus!

Calvin College Graduate Studies Office
3201 Burton Street, SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546-4388
Phone: 616-957-61 OS
E-mail: kmahny@calvin.edu

Job opportunites include:

c;: y\ I . v i: ;IM
<£.; «* 11

•
•
•
•

Bakers
Bussers
Cashiers
Housekeepers

•
•
•
•

Cooks
Desk Clerks
Dishwashers
Waitstaff

Benefits include:
Flexible hours
Above-average wages
Discounts
Good environment

Interested? Call Liz at 1-800-455-9471.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

STATE NEWS

HEBRON, West Bank (AP)—Enraged Palestines hurled
stones and firebombs at Israeli soldiers in three sepa
rate clashes in the West Bank on Wednesday, a day after
troops killed three Palestinian construction workers at
a roadblock. In the worst day of violence in the West
Bank in four months, Israeli troops in riot gear fired
rubber bullets and chased stone throwers to break up
protests in and around the towns of Hebron and Ramallah
and on the outskirts of Dura, the victims' home village.
At least 32 Palestinians were injured in the clashes in
cluding two who were in serious condition. An Israeli
border policeman was slightly injured in the stone throw
ing, the army said.

ROCHESTER, N. Y. (AP)—Keith Sims was three years old,
weighed 28 pounds and had many old scars from cigarette
bums and whacks with an electrical cord by the time his grand
mother battered him to death one night with a cutting board.
Barbara Briggs showed no emotion as she was convicted of
the second-degree murder Thursday. She could get 25 years
to life in prison at a May 1 sentencing. Police said Briggs, 42,
confessed that she beat Keith with a wooden bread board and
threw him repeatedly to the floor Sept. 6 after he was caught
raiding the pantry for a sugar sandwich. The next morning,
Briggs examined the body on the floor, then got up and said,
"I think he's dead," her 11-year-old daughter testified. Briggs
did not move the body or call 911 for another day. Dr. Dou
glas Shearer testified that Keith died from the effects of head
trauma. He was also so malnourished that he had only 1 mil
limeter of body fat in his chest of a normal 25 millimeters.

MCCORDSVILLE (UPI)—Indiana State Police confirm that a
small plane has crashed in Hancock County near Brookside Air
port. Forty-one-year-old Scott Baldwi n's plane went downThurs
day afternoon. Baldwin wasflying a Piper Cherokee aircraft. One
person has been killed in the crash. It is unclear whether any other
people wereonboard the plane at the time of the crash. The cause
of the crash remains under investigation.

CHRIST CHURCH, New Zealand (AP)—A Methodist
minister's advice to first-year university students not to
let Christian tradition deter them from having sex has
led to calls for his dismissal. The Rev. David Bromell,
the country's first openly gay Methodist minister, wrote
in an orientation magazine for first-year students that
"when a man and woman have sex, they're fulfilling
the divine and human existence." The Rev. Graham
Capill, leader of New Zealand's morally conservative
Christian Heritage Party, said the article undermined the
clear teaching of Scriptures and urged Bromell's removal
from his job as superintendent of the Christchurch Meth
odist Mission.
SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP)—The concrete facade of a
building on the outskirts of Sao Paulo collapsed Thurs
day, killing at least two people. The victims were pass
ing in front of the three-story commercial building in
the industrial suburb of Sao Cateano do Sul when tonsof
concrete came crashing down. One person was injured.
Firefighters said two or three people may have been
trapped underneath the rubble. According to radio re
ports, the building, which was recently reopened after
being shut down for four years, housed small shops.
SEOUL, South Korea (AP)—Prosecutors arrested three
high-ranking officials of South Korea's spy agency
Thursday on charges of plotting to smear President Kim
Dae-jung during his campaign last year. Prosecutors said
the three agency officals, including Director General Lee
Dae-sung, paid $19,000 to a Korean-American business
man to hold news conferences in Beijing, Tokyo and
Seoul in December in which he alleged that Kim's cam
paign was funded by Kim Jong II, leader of communist
North Korea. The businessman, Yoon Hong-joon, 32,
was arrested on a libel charge in February. December's
election made Kim the first opposition leader to take
power in South Korea. Right after his inauguration two
weeks ago, Kim appointed a close ally as intelligence
chief with orders to overhaul the agency. The country's
past military dictators considered Kim a threat to tehir
conservative regimes, and called him a North Korean
sympathizer in his three previously unsuccessful presi
dential bids.
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP)—Police raided a hotel in north
ern Nigeria on Thursday and arrested 10 people, includ
ing four reporters and a human rights activist, a right
group said. All 10 had attending a seminar in Ilorin for
reporters and activists interested in labor journalism,
according to the Lagos-based Committee for the Defense
of Human Rights. The detaines, which included the
committee's president, lawyer Femi Falan, were being
held at police headquarters. "The arrests are flagrant
violations of their rights to freedom of peaceful assem
bly and association," the group said in a statement. The
committee said police had tried unsuccessfully to pre
vent the seminar from being held. The arrests occurred
as armed troops began patrolling the streets after two
days of rioting by students protesting an acute shortage
of gasoline. There was no immediate comment from
police.

CHICAGO (AP)—Two white police officers beat and kicked
an 18-year-black youth and conspired to cover it up, the Chi
cago Police Board ruled Thursday in ordering the officers
fired. Officers Matthew Thiel and James Comito Jr. and lying
about how his jaw was broken and his head bloodied. Mearday
was walking with a group of friends when the officers or
dered the group to stop, believing one of them was wanted on
an arrest warrant. The officers testified that Mearday contin
ued walking; Mearday said he immediately dropped to his
knees. Both sides agree that Thiel pointed his gun at Mearday,
but Thiel testified he could not see Mearday's hands and
thought he might have a gun. The officers claim Mearday
shoved and punched them as they tried to arrest him. The
officers were suspended without pay. No criminal charges
have been filed against them.
BOULDER, Colo. (AP)—After 14 months and no arrests,
police recommended Thursday that the JonBenet Ramsey case
be turned over to a grand jury to help investigators find the
girl's killer. In a statement, police officials said there is still
some investigation left to be done in the six-year-old's slay
ing, but the probe has reached the point where a grand jury is
necessary to have "a complete investigation." Boulder County
District Attorney Alex Hunter said the police department "con
cluded that its investigation has not resulted in sufficient ad
missible evidence to convict anyone of the murder." But
Hunter said his office must analyze the evidence before de
ciding whether to turn to a grand jury.
LANSING, Mich. (AP)—A bill that targets Dr. Jack
Kevorkian by making assisted suicide a felony in Michigan
moved a step closer to the governor's desk Thursday. The
House adopted a bill banning assisted suicide 66-40 after more
than two hours of emotional debate, but supporter's fell short
of the two-thirds majority needed for the measure to "take ef
fect immediately. Although disappointed by the ban's delay,
the bill's sponsor said he was still elated by the measure's
passage. The bill now goes back to the Senate, where minor
House changes are expected to be adopted before it goes to
Gov. John Engler's desk, who has vowed to sign it. The ban
would then take effect April 1,1999. The bill makes assisted
suicide a felony punishable by up to five years in prison and
$10,000 in fines, or both.

FORT WAYNE (UPI)—A1994 murder may have been solved
in Fort Wayne. Nineteen-year-old Milan Brown has been charged
in the death of William Norfleet. Aformer girlfriend of Brown's
says she was present when he broke into Norfleet's home and
killed him. Rachel White says Brown was for drugs and money.
White says she was attacked by Brown and another man. Au
thorities believe the attack on White was an attempt to silence.
MUNCIE (UPI)—Defense attorneys representing six major to
bacco companies say they will likely rest their case Friday. That
means the jury in the second-hand smoke trial in Muncie could
begin deliberations by late next week. The panel must decide if
exposure to second-hand smoke is responsible for Mildred Wiley's
fatal lung cancer.
INDIANAPOLIS (Indianapolis Star)—Regal Cinemas Inc. an
nounced that it will open an 18-screen megaplex—the largest
movie theater in the Indianapolis area—near the intersection of
Southport Road and Interstate 65 on theSouth side. The announce
ment cameon Monday, just five days after General Cinema The
aters said it will build a 14-screen megaplex to replace seven older
screens at Greenwood Park Mall. Retail real estate brokers say
that older, smaller theaterson the Southside likely will be squeezed
as movie-goers flock to the new theaters. Both complexes will
have stadium seating and otheramenities absent from many older
theaters.
NORTH MANCHESTER (UPf>—Ahateful e-mail messagesent
to minority students at Manchester College has prompted an ex
traordinary investigation. Investigators are requesting a subpoena
in hopes of finding the author. Police have discovered the mes
sage was sent from the campus through a hot mail address in
California and then back to the college.The message was mailed
to four organizations including the Manchester College Interna
tional Association, Hispanos Unidos, The Black Student Union
and the Hispanic Americas. The FBI has been alerted to the inci
dent. Manchester College President Parker Maiden sayscharges
will be filed as soon as the culprit is discovered.
INDIANAPOLIS (Indianapolis Star)—An Anderson man
who has been on Death Row 11 years for the fatal stomping
of an 82-year-old woman has lost another round of appeals.
Gregory Scott Johnson, now 32, was convicted of murdering
his neighbor, Ruby Hutslar, during a June 23,1985 burglary
and setting her house on fire. The Indiana Supreme Court
denied Johnson's appeal from a 1992 denial of his petition
for post-conviction relief. Linda M. Wagoner, a public de
fender handling Johnson's appeal, said Wednesday, "We will
file a petition for rehearing before the IndianaSupreme Court."
The petition is due in 90 days from Monday, when the deci
sion was filed.

Compiled by Jessica Barnes

Fri.r March 13
Campus Visitation Day
Ethnic Visitation Day
Women's Basketball -NAIA
National Tournament
Sioux City, IA

Sat., March 14
Women's Basketball - NAIA
National Tournament
Sioux City, IA

Sun., March 15

Tuea., March 17

Senior Piano Recital:
Jodi Petroelje
3 p.m. R/H

Women's Basketball - NAIA
National Tournament
Sioux City, IA

Women's Basketball - NAIA
National Tournament
Sioux City, IA

SAC Acoustic Cafe
8:15 p.m. Union

Wed., March 18

Mon., March 16

Frl., March 20

Women's Basketball - NAIA
National Tournament
Sioux City, IA

Spring Break begins
after last class
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Olive Mae Draper: A woman of distinction in
the 151 year history of Taylor University
ment by males in her areas of trusively demonstrated the
expertise revealed the second ability of a woman to lead in
Features Editor
ary treatment of women in pro the classroom. Her leadership
fessional arenas. Although also extended to important fac
Draper was recognized as hav ulty committees including the
Olive Mae Draper dedi
cated her life to the study of ing "the ability to communi Administrative Committee, the
natural science and mathemat cate her own sophisticated Academic Affairs Committee,
ics. In 1913, she received an knowledge in a way that an
the Religious Services Com
A.B. degree from Taylor. She average student could under mittee, the Student Organiza
later completed an A.M. in stand," she was consistently
tions and Publications Com
chemistry and physics. In given the "left-over" assign mittee.
Having a background in the
1914, she replaced her mentor, ments.
Professor Robert E. Brown, as
Nevertheless, she suc Methodist Holiness tradition,
part of the Taylor faculty. ceeded in winning the ap Draper's life exhibited a pow
From the University of Michi proval of many members of the erful belief in the necessity of
gan, Draper earned an A.M. in Taylor community. The dedi prayer. In the 1913 Gem, she
mathematics. Although Draper catory paragraph of the 1942 wrote: "We pray because we
never completed a Ph.D., she Gem, the Taylor yearbook, tes believe that prayer is an effec
pursued graduate courses in tifies to her popularity among tual working force in the king
several institutions, including students:
dom of God...even though
the University of Iowa, Colum
prayer was an unseen force and
To You Miss Draper who
bia University and Indiana has become an integral part of one that could not be measured
University. Despite a minimal the university both academi in volts and amperes it was no
salary relative to those of her cally and spiritually, who has less powerful."
male counterparts, Draper con proved herself a friend to those
Tragically, Draper spent the
tinued to serve the university
who needed friendship and a final years of her life subject
for 41 years.
counselor to those who might to abuse in a nursing home in
Marion. She died at 94 years
Draper's teaching responsi need help, who has so loyally
bilities varied, encompassing upheld the standards that have of age, on February 3, 1982.
the areas of chemistry, physics, made Taylor so well known
mathematics and astronomy. A and who, by both faculty and
p i o n e e r i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f s t u d e n t s i s h o n o r e d a n d l o v e d , Information taken from G o d ' s
w o m e n t o h e r f i e l d , D r a p e r the Nineteen Forty Two Gem O r d i n a r y P e o p l e : N o O r d i n a r y
Heritage, by Jessica Rousselow
suffered the consequences of
is respectfully dedicated.
unquestioned sentiments of
T h r o u g h o u t h e r c a r e e r , and Alan Winquist
male superiority. Her replace Draper consistently and unob

A woman of distinction
Sojourner Truth
c.1797-1883

MARIE MURPHY

Born a slave named Isabella in Ulster County, New York,
she saw her children sold away from her. After slavery was
finally abolished in New York, she found refuge with a
Quaker family named Van Wagener and took their name.
Isabella Van Wagener was
caught up in the atmo
citement then sweeping
sphere of religious ex
ism. She did missionAmerican Protestantpoor of New York
ary work among the
ated briefly with a
City and was associnity headed by a dyChristian
commut
urned out to be a
namic leader who
s
h
e set out on her
scoundrel. In 1843
p
r
e
acher. God, she
own as a traveling
l
e
w
name: Sojourner
said, had given her a
Truth.
As was common in that era, religious fervor led her into
association with reformers who hoped to create a better
world. Tall, gaunt and commanding, she lent her powerful
talents as a speaker to the antislavery movement. When she
happened upon a women's rights convention, she made that
her cause as well-Illiterate all her life, she spoke more of
ten among whites than her own people. Her homely elo
quence and native wit disarmed hostile crowds.
At the Civil War's end she worked as counselor to the
newly freed slaves who gathered in Washington. Hoping to
aid in their transition to freedom, she circulated a petition
for public lands to be set aside in the West for a "Negro
state." She continued to speak, proclaiming God's love and
the rights of the disadvantaged.
From the National Women's Hall of Fame
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" I t h o u g h t that t h e s t u dent s p e a k e r s w e r e wellprepared. I wish there
were more student speake r s . " - - Mi ke S o u t h w e l l

"Relational Enrichment Week helped m e to
focus on areas in which I need to i m p r o v e :
loving people, and getting to k n o w people,
even people w h o might not return that love.
It was refreshing to have a n honest s k i t con
cerning specific problems rather than g e n 
eral problems." - Andre w Cecil
" I w a s encouraged to be in m o r e relation
ships, to m a k e them d e e p e r and m o r e real.
Already, my friends and I are bonding. I was
reminded that every one o f us i s a struggler,
and w e ' r e all in this together. I a m e nc our
aged to v i e w everybody in a different light.
This will b e a good beginning f o r the Taylor
community." - K i r s t e n Brown

D.L. MOODY/ The Echo

Sarah (Heidi Jones) and her sister Bethany (Betsy Hagar) discuss helicopter kisses and
other displays of affection at the bridge in a skit during Tuesday night's Relational
Enrichment service.

" I like the student testi
m o n i e s a b o u t real r e l a 
tionships. T h e y a r e m o r e
relevent than p r o f e s s o r s
telling u s about relation
s h i p s . " - J o s h Price
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Consortium student celebrates Lithuanian independence
ent pretenses. When he arrived
in January of this year, he had
already cast his vote for
Adamkus who he considers to
be "a man of integrity."
Lithuania was already well on
its way to implementing a sys
tem of capitalism and free en
terprise.
Lasas favored
Adamkus as presidential can
didate because of his knowl
edge of Lithuania before Rus
sian occupation.
Under
Adamkus' administration,
Lasas hopes to see the nation
emerge from economic oppres
sion to return its pre-war sta
tus.
The opportunity to study in
the United States came to
Lasas while he was attending
Lithuania Christian College
(LCC). This school coordi
nates with several Christian
colleges and universities in the
United States to allow students
in Lithuania to study tuitonfree. Lasas was introduced to

MARIE MURPHY

Features Editor
Ainius Lasas, an exchange
student from Lithuania, re
cently celebrated the anniver
sary of his nation's indepen
dence from Russia. From 1941
until 1991, Lithuania existed
as a territory under Russian
control. On March 11, 1991,
Lithuania became an indepen
dent nation once again. The
citizens now participate in a
popular election for the presi
dential office. This February,
Valdas Adamkus was elected
by a narrow margin. When
Lithuania gained its indepen
dence, Adamkus surrendered
his United States citizenship to
return to his homeland. Upon
Russian occupation in World
War II, Adamkus had fled to
America to escape the oppres
sion of socialism.
Lasas came to the United
States under decidedly differ

D.L. MOODY/ The Echo

(above) The television station control room is a likely place to find Ainius Lasas. He
spends a significant amount of time there as part of his mass communications
program.
(left) Lithuania is a small nation in comparison to Russia, its neighbor and former
ruler.
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the program through Wally
Roth, professor of computing
and system sciences. Roth
spent his sabbatical teaching at
LCC on a volunteer basis. The
majority of professors at LCC,
who are either recently gradu
ated, retired or on sabbatical,
receive no salary. The students
who travel to Lithuania to
study pay the tuition for
schools in the United States.
Since the fees at LCC are ap
proximately $30 per course,
the excess money goes to pay
for a student, such as Lasas, to
attend a school that he/she
could not otherwise afford.
Lasas has already com
pleted a degree in journalism
from a public school in
Lithuania. He is currently
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studying as a mass communi
cations major while at Taylor.
When he returns to LCC, one
year of study will remain to
earn a degree in English with
a minor in Christian Studies.
Lasas describes LCC as "an
American-style college."
Therefore, academic adjust
ments this semester have been
minimal. The most dramatic
change has been culturally,
"that people often relate dif
ferently. It's kind of scary that
a lot of people have masks,"
Lasas says of the American
students whom he has encoun
tered. He recognizes the pres
ence of this and similar prob
lems among those outside the
T a y l o r c o m m u n i t y a nd o u t s i d e
of the United States. Before

coming to the U.S., however,
Lasas associated such a lack of
authenticity with non-Chris
tians. Academically, Lasas has
had "no major adjustment.
Sometimes, it's even easier to
study here." With his major,
Lasas is taking more practical
courses.
Since he has another year of
schooling to complete upon re
turning to Lithuania, Lasas is
uncertain of his plans beyond
graduation. He wants to do
work in Lithuanian media. He
is considering the possibility of
inaugurating Lithuania into the
realm of Christian radio. He
could also continue in his edu
cation to earn his master's de
gree, enabling him to teach at
LCC.
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THE ECHO
A word of thanks for help and encouragment
In the past several weeks, the staff
of The Echo has received some com
ments about how our gender affects
our editorial decisions and the way we
write. It's true that the editorial staff
is mostly female, with the exceptions
of our photographer, our online edi
tor and our business manager. It re
ally couldn't be helped — only
women applied for the open positions
on the paper, so that's how we ended
up as a mostly female staff.
Some of the comments have cen
tered around how we have shied away
from "contraversial" stories because
we are women. Others have called us
close-minded because we are women.
Obviously, when you're in the po
sitions we are, you're going to receive
criticism. It's part of the job and even

pinion ^

Relational Enrichment Week began with the emphasis of God's immense love for us
(Romans 8:38-39) and how the relationships here on earth may give us a glimpse of that
love. Well, I have truly been able to see that love in an extraordinary way this past week.
Last Wednesday, I dislocated my patella (kneecap) in an intramural basketball game. Al
though I was in a lot of pain while waiting for the ambulance to arrive and don t know
exactly what happened, I do know that there were many people who stopped what they
were doing to help me. This is my feeble attempt to thank them and to thank the Lord for
taking care of me.
It was amazing! As soon as I was hurt, there were people by my side comforting me by
doing all they could to ease my pain. They stayed with me and made me as comfortable as
possible. Meanwhile, in another corner of the court, people began to pray for me. I don't
think they will ever know how much their prayers meant to me. God definitely answered
their prayers in an affirmative way because I would have never made it through that night
if He wasn't with me. For those of you who know me, you know how I deal with pain and
injuries—God had to be helping me.
From the moment of my injury on, God has used the body of Christ to minister to me.
There have been several people who have seen me walking (actually, waddling,I guess)
on campus and immediately put their needs aside to drive me whereverIneed to go. Many
of my friends have also sacrificed incredible amounts of time to do anything they can to
help me.
So I am writing this letter. You know who you are. You have helped me over this past
week. I want you all to know that your selfless acts are very much appreciated. I can't say
thank you enough, but I wanted to at least begin to express my gratitude. Most of all, I
want to encourage people that the body of Christ is beautiful when it is in motion! So
many people have responded to help me this past week, andI am deeply humbled by this
outpouring of God's love. Thank you.

Nicole Franz

SL
though it may be hard to swallow, you
deal with it, you learn from it and you
go on.
But these comments have made me
think twice. People arc entitled to
their opinions, but would The Echo
staff be criticized for being closeminded if the editorial staff consisted
of mostly men? Would men be ac
cused of deliberately shying away
from "tough" stories because they
were male? Something makes mc
think that this wouldn't be happening.
Dorothy Sayers said, "Probably1 no
man has ever troubled to imagine how
strange his life would appear to him
self if it were unrelentingly assessed
in terms of his malcncss; if everything
he wore, said, or did had to be justi
fied by reference to female approval;
if he were compelled to regard him
self, day in day out, not as a member
of society, but merely as a virile part
of society" (taken from a compilation
of her work entitled A Mailer of Eter
nity). She goes on to describe how
certain things would be different if the
tables were turned and women were
the more dominant gender.
Some things have changed since
Dorothy Sayers spoke those words
during the 1930s. For the most part,
women are now defined by the work
they do, not by what they do in light
of their gender. But that only happens
for the most part. It's apparent that the
work of women is still evaluated in
terms of their gender, not by it's qual
ity, and this is happening here on
Taylor's campus.
We as an editorial staff simply
want to do the jobs we've been given
to the best of our abilities. Our gen
der should have no bearing on the
quality of work that we produce. That
doesn't mean that we're above criti
cism—because we're not—but please
leave the fact of our gender out of it
—Amy Meyering

Check out The Echo online, with a new design by our
new online editor, Vitaly Franko.
book reviews
opinion pieces
great links

news stories
features
album reviews

We're located on Taylor online, the internal server.

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be received in our offices by 5 p.m. on Tuesday in order to be
published the coming Friday's issue. Letters must be signed for publication.
You can write to us off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor University, 500 W. Reade Ave.,
Upland, IN 46989-1001
or on-campus at: The Echo, Rupp Communication Arts Building
or via e-mail at:

echo@tayloru.edu

* The opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent The Echo,
its staff or Taylor University.
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Every once in a while I get to the
point in my life when I think every
thing is going well. Inevitably in
those moments, just when everything
is practically perfect, something hap
pens that stretches my ideas of per
fection. Sometimes it's as if someone
turns on a light and I suddenly gain
new understanding of things I've
been looking at all my life.
Although the following example
is pretty girly, I think it fits the idea
well. One time I was standing in my
room painting my nails. My window
was open, andI could see fairly well,
I had no complaints. Then my P.A.
walked by and said, "Why are you
painting your nails in the dark? I

Traveler's ^
Oasis L
replied, "What do you mean, in the
dark?' I can see just fine." She
reached over and switched on my
light, and immediately I could see
about a million times better. "That's
light," she said with a smile, and con
tinued on to her room.
Sometimes in life we are just like
me painting my nails in the dark. We
think that where we are walking and
what we are doing is just fine. We can
see well enough and we don't have
any complaints. Then along comes
someone who nonchalantly points out
the dim light we've been depending
on and switches on the light. Some
times the light is a little more blind
ing than others, but it always makes
a huge difference in your perceptions
of the situation you are in.
Lately,I have been learning about
the value of community. I have been
seeing in many ways the joy that
comes from being willing to bear one
another's pains and burdens. We
don't have to find the light switches
on our own; in fact, maybe we can't
find the light switches ourselves.
That's one of the beautiful things
about fellowship. We are not only il
luminated by others but also able to
illuminate each other. We work to
gether; we're in it together. "As iron
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another" (Prov. 27:17).
We just finished up Relational En
richment Week, and it would truly be
a shame to ignore the messages we
received through student testimonies,
Dr. Cosgrove and the drama: Yes, we
hurt one another, sometimes cruelly.
But we still need one another desper
ately. In the midst of our pain, despite
our pain and because of our pain we
need to reach out and grab the hand
of another hurting person. If we
don't, we will never be able to fully
experience the beauty of the fellow
ship of the body of Christ.
-Abigail Johnson
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Radio show hopes to promote thought,
discussion on Christianity and culture
AMY MEYERtNG
Editor
If you listen to WTUR on Sunday
nights, you'll hear something more than
music coming from your radio. You'll
be hearing a show aimed at "cultivat
ing the Christian mind."
"Inquiry" is a radio show hosted by
senior Andrew Witmer that is designed
to be a forum for Christian thought
through discussions with various pro
fessors at Taylor. Witmer said the idea
for the show began last semester while
he was studying at the American Stud
ies Program in Washington, D.C. "We
talked a lot about how Christians
should interact responsibly with soci
ety, how we can understand and react
to the culture." He said he hopes that
"Inquiry" will encourage "thoughtful
dialogue" about our roles as Christians
in the world around us.

Winner's show is influenced by
Mars Hill, an organization that also
uses the medium of broadcast to dis
cuss Christianity and culture.
So far this semester, Witmer's
guests have included Rick Hill, asso
ciate professor of English, Steve Bird,
assistant professor of sociology, and
Oliver Hubbard, professor of commu
nication arts. Future guests include
Dwight Jessup, vice president for aca
demic affairs, Jim Spiegel, assistant
professor of philosophy, and Eric
Hedin, assistant professor of physics.
The format will vary when Witmer in
terviews senior Rukshan Fernando
about the ongoing civil war in Sri
Lanka.
Witmer said he hopes to work in this
field after graduation and "Inquiry" has
given him the opportunity to try it.
The show airs every Sunday night
from 8 to 9 p.m.

Top
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jn christian music
Rock songs

Pop songs
1. Butterfly
Seven Day Jesus

1. Butterfly
Seven Day Jesus

2. Threads
Geoff Moore & the Distance

2. Someday
PlankEye

3. Five Candles (You Were There)
Jars of Clay

3. Blame
Eager

4. This World
Caedmon's Call

4. Strange Rain
Common Children

5. Eyes of Gold
Common Children

5. Who Am I?
Plumb

compliled from CCM Magazine

BEAUTIFUL
by Annette Dieter

ARBOREUS RANUNCULUS
by Christina Dillon

WmmmWSm.
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The beauty of the human body is the focus of Dieter's exhibit,
which is in the lobby of Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Through the medium of photography, she portrays the lines and
curves of the body in black and white.

LIGHTHOUSES
by D.L. Moody

fs-f-ssia

Christina Dillon's exhibit is centered around tree
frogs, a creature for which her brother is
nicknamed. She drew him his namesake as a gift
and the idea intrigued her enough to keep
painting them and use them for her final project,
loody, whose show is beneath me cnapet, oeptcxs severa, ugmnouses «r,a,
Her show is located in the Ayres Memorial Hall,
ave impacted his life in significant ways. His great-grandmother was rescued
v a lighthouse keeper and his father grew up near one. He wants each painting
ALL PHOTOS BY D.L. MOODY/THE ECHO
i serve as a reminder to let Christ's light shine in each of our lives.
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Trojans sweep Black Hills, move on to Sweet
Sixteen; baseball wins first doubleheader
ABIGAIL JOHNSON
Sports Editor
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

The unseeded Taylor women
were victorious in an upset over
7th seed Black Hills State Uni
versity Wednesday in the firstround game of the NAIA Nation
als. The Trojans won by a score
of 67-53. This was the first vic
tory the Trojan women have had
in the NAIA National competi
tion. Their record has now im
proved to 20-14 overall, and this
win is the fourth in a row for the
Trojan women.
"The key things in this
victory," Head Coach
Tcna Krause said, "are
heightened self-confi
dence coming off the win
against St. Francis and se
niors who are not ready to
give up wearing their jer
seys just yet."
Taylor gained the lead
early in the game and
never lost it. The women
ended the first half with an
11 -point advantage over their
opponents. The team made
38 percent of its field
goals during the
course of the
game, com
pared
to
Black Hills'
31 percent.
The women
also domin a t e d
f r o m
the free
t h r o w
line, making 80 percent of
their free throws compared to
Black Hills' 60 percent. "The
team is maintaining a positive
mental focus, especially the se
niors, who then share it with the
other women," Krause said.
Natalie Steele scored 19
points and captured 14 rebounds,
while Yen Tran had 20 points and
four steals. Tara Shellabarger was
also on the board with 12 points.
The women are currently in
Sioux City, Iowa, and are now
preparing to play Doane College
(27-8), which won yesterday
against Pacific Lutheran Univer
sity by a score of 71-62. Doane
College is located in Nebraska.
The Trojans will be playing to
night beginning at 6:45 p.m.
The second round, or Sweet
Sixteen, game will be broadcast
locally on a tape-delayed basis by
WBAT-AM 1400 at approxi
mately 9-tonight. If they make it
past that game, they will.play
again on Saturday at 7 p.m. in the

quarterfinals, which will be
broadcast live on WBAT.
So will the women be going
all the way? Coach Krause is
hopeful that this is the case. "It
all comes down to who wants it
the most," she said, "and our
women have the mental tough
ness and focus to do it. There's a
real spirit of humility among the
ladies: God first, then team, then
self."
BASEBALL

The first games of the season
brought the first wins of the sea
son for the baseball team. The
Trojans, facing off against
Manchester College, won the
first game 3-2 and the second
5-2.
"We played very well
defensively—only one
error," Head Coach
•
Larry Winterholter
said.
Joel Davis and
Mario Hernandez
each pitched one
full game, and
each allowed
only two hits
from the op
posing team.
J o n
Eastcrhaus hit
five for six
overall, three
for three in
the
first
game and
two
for
three in the
- second. He
hit a double
in the first
game.
Jason
Colley went two for three in
thsecond game, hitting a double
and a triple RBI.
Winterholter was pleased with
the men's first game, saying, "We
played quite well for the first time
out. With nine hits in the second
game, our hitting was probably
our strongest point."
Davis was happy with the
team's performance, especially
the seniors. "You can lead by just
talking, but we were also able to
lead by performing," Davis said.
"We Won't always be able to do
that, but it was encouraging our
first game to see the guys, not just
seniors, step up and play well."
The games scheduled for this
week against Indiana Wesleyan
and Goshen, as well as the sched
uled softball game against
IUPUI, were postponed due to the
weather. The conference games
will be rescheduled later in the
season, possibly next week.

D.L. MOODY/ The Echo

Track practice is in full swing. The first meet, the "Polar Bear Meet," will be held tomorrow at
Indiana Wesleyan University beginning at 11 a.m. Look for a season overview next week.

ATHLETE OT THE WEEK
FAMILY:

Two older brothers, Luke and
Seth. Both are married, and the
oldest, Luke, has a son. Also,
both are teachers in Christian
schools. Joel's mother was also
an elementary education
teacher, and his father alter
nates between teaching at a
seminary in Jackson, Miss.,
and pastoring a church. Seth
and Luke were also involved
in sports, and Joel said, "My
family was very supportive
in terms of athletics."

a bit during his childhood. He
was born in Louisville, Ken. and
then moved to Jackson, Miss, for
six years. The family then moved
to Maryland for ten years and
finally back to Jackson after Joel
graduated from high school.

HOBBIES:

In his spare time, Joel en
joys music and playing in the
band "Ferning BC's." When
asked if the band is any good,
Joel replied, "No, we suck."
Kevin Johnson, Ryan Schulz
and Zach Ward, all residents
or former residents of
Sammy 2 along with Joel, are
also members of the band. Joel
is the chief lyricist of the band
and does some singing. He has
penned such classics as "Grace
Kelly" and "The Sweaty Roller
Skater."
HIGH SCHOOL:

Baltimore, Md.
Baltimore Lutheran High School
HISTORY:

Joel's family moved around

About his beginning experiences
with athletics, Joel commented,
"I've been playing baseball since
I was five, then I went to a small
Lutheran high school where we
didn't have the coaches and fa
cilities which help you grow as
an athlete. I've learned a lot
about playing baseball and pitch
ing since I came to Taylor."
Joel liked his high school, but
found that, although the school
was Christian, it didn't contrib
ute much to his spiritual growth.

"Being at Taylor has been an
important factor in my spiritual
development," Joel said.
"Our team chemistry this
year is really good; we can have
a lot of fun together, but we also
know when to get serious." The
seniors this year wrote up a
list of team goals and objec
tives, which Joel said has
been good for motivating the
team to work harder. Despite
this hard work, Joel de
scribes the team as being "a
pretty laid-back bunch."
Aside from simple en
joyment of the game, an
other factor behind Joel's
choice to play baseball at
Taylor is the relationships of
the guys on the team. "The
guys are really cool, and it's
fun to spend time with them
on spring break trips and
traveling to away games and
in practice." He added that
spending time with fellow
pitcher Mario Hernandez has
been especially meaningful.
"When Mario and I came in as
freshmen pitchers," Joel said,
"the pitching staff from the year
before was. horrible. It's been
fun to be a teammate of
Mario's. People come to our
games to hear Mario pitch."

JOEL "J.D." DAVIS

-Abigail Johnson

